
SONF RECEIVES GRANT FROM

Applications for the Indigenous International: Green 
Architecture Project in Kenya are now available online at 
soulofnations.org/apply. For questions specific to the 
program please contact gap@soulofnations.org. 

The Soul of Nations Foundation is a for-purpose 501(c)3 
organization that aims to uplift Indigenous peoples 
through various forms of media, innovative strategy, and 
youth-led initiatives. Our mission is to progress Indigenous 
and BIPOC communities through the arts, research, and 
scholarship. We envision a world where all Indigenous 
communities and people of color are respected as 
contemporary societies and have greater access to equal 
opportunities in the following sectors: social, creative, 
academic, and economic.  

Incorporated in November 2016, the Soul of Nations 
Foundation has a four-year track record of successful 
programming for lower- and middle-income Indigenous 
and African communities. Our level of organizational 
expertise for positive youth development is enhanced by 
partnerships with governments, policy-making and opinion 
leaders, academic and research institutions, and like-
minded grassroots organizations; all of which are key 
influences on shaping initiatives that ensure the possibility 
to collaborate and connect authentic community voices at 
the local, national and international level.  

Email: press@soulofnations.org 
Twitter: @soulofnations 
Instagram: @greenarchitectureproject & @soulofnations 

Follow U.S. Embassy Nairobi at: 
Facebook: @USEmbassyNairobi 
Twitter: @USEmbassyKenya 
Instagram: @USEmbassyNairobi 

The Soul of Nations Foundation (SONF) has received a 
$30,000 grant from the U.S. Embassy in Nairobi, Kenya for 
the Indigenous International: Green Architecture Project to 
facilitate a nine-month exchange between 18 U.S. and 
Kenyan female artists and architects culminating in three 
online exhibitions.  The application process for artist 
participants begins online on October 7, 2021. 

In partnership with U.S. Embassy Nairobi, the Soul of 
Nations Foundation is excited to further expand the art 
engagement facet of our mission through the Indigenous 
International: Green Architecture Project (GAP). Indigenous 
International is the umbrella program created through the 
Soul of Nations Foundation’s Indigenous Arts Expansion 
Initiative which aims to connect Indigenous youth from the 
Americas and Africa with boundary-pushing cultural and 
artistic experiences around the world. The Indigenous 
International program also operates in Rwanda, Nigeria, 
Bolivia, and the United States. 

Traditional forms of Indigenous art and architecture have 
often been misrepresented in mainstream media and 
academia. The majority of Indigenous communities in 
Africa and the Americas reside in rural areas where they 
often build and live in structures constructed with materials 
that have been obtained locally and are considered 
“green.” These structures are created through the use of 
architectural techniques that have been utilized for 
generations. Through the Indigenous International: Green 
Architecture Program we work to dispel common 
misconceptions that Indigenous vernacular architecture is 
substandard, temporary, and for the impoverished but 
rather sustainable adaptation to environmental and 
resource constraints.  

The Indigenous International: Green Architecture Project 
coincides with the U.S. Embassy Nairobi 
Public Diplomacy Section’s  goal to strengthen cultural and 
educational ties between the U.S. and Kenya 
through programming that highlights shared values and 
promotes bilateral cooperation. The project 
also aligns with the U.S. Embassy Nairobi 
Public Diplomacy Section’s mission to facilitate academic 
exchanges between the United States and Kenya.  The U.S. 
Embassy in Nairobi conducts diplomatic relations with the 
government of Kenya and strives to strengthen mutual 
understanding between the people of the U.S. and Kenya. 
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