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SUBMITTED
Keyera Tsosie’s entry (above) explored color and shapes — the hues and textures of Navajoland.

SUBMITTED
Van-Garrett Johnson’s multi-generational portrait 
caught the judges’ eye with its innocence.

SUBMITTED
Leilahni Mitchell’s Navajo maiden looks happy to be 
alive and surrounded by cultural icons.

SUBMITTED

Kiara Tom’s portrait of a pow-wow 
dancer (right) is backed by news 
clippings with words significant to 
the artist. Tom is one of three stu-
dent artists to win a trip to New 
York City as a finalist in the Brea 
Foley Portrait Contest, sponsored 
by Soul of Nations.

BY CINDY YURTH
TSÉYI’ BUREAU

WINDOW ROCK — Three 
young Navajo artists are head-
ed to New York City this month, 
courtesy of their artistic talent.

Van-Garrett Johnson of Nava-
jo Pine High School, Kiara Tom 
of Shiprock High School, and 
Keyera Tsosie and Leilahneigh 
Mitchell, both of Chinle High 
School, were finalists in Soul 
of Nations’ Brea Foley portrait 
contest. Johnson is unable to 
make the trip.

The three young women will 
head to New York on March 30, 
where they will be feted at a re-
ception at the National Museum 
of the American Indian. They 

will then be taken on a tour of 
colleges in the area, including 
New York University, The New 
School, Columbia University, 
and Pratt Institute.

This is the second year for the 
annual competition, and Soul 
of Nations Executive Director 
Ernest Hill said the entries 
have improved in both quality 
and quantity.

“We had over 150 applicants,” 
he said, “and 40 of the students 
showed up to the showing at the 
Navajo Nation Museum. There 
was a lot more passion and 
energy put into the work.”

The artwork was judged by 
Diné artists, a curator for the 
Smithsonian, and the curator of 
the Navajo Nation Museum.

The Brea Foley Portrait Com-
petition serves to “recognize 
the gifts and talents of Native 
American youth,” according 
to Soul of Nations’ website. It 
was designed to honor Soul of 
Nations co-founder Brea Foley, 
“a firm believer in the longevity 
of culturally infused artwork,” 
the website states.

This year’s theme was “Hues 
of Self-Identity.”

Young Navajo artists win trip to NYC, college tour

‘We had over 150 applicants 
and 40 of the students 
showed up to the showing at 
the Navajo Nation Museum. 
There was a lot more 
passion and energy put 
into the work.’

Ernest Hill
Soul of Nations Executive Director


