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By Kathy Helms
Cibola County Bureau 
cibola@gallupindependent.com

GRANTS — Leonard Nez, an 
undocumented uranium miner, worked 
at Tachee Claim 28 in the mid-1950s, 
breaking the ore into smaller pieces in-
side the mine tunnel, piling the pieces 
into a wheelbarrow and trotting it out 
to a loader. 

He was never paid cash. Instead, 
he was given a voucher he could take 
to the local trading post to exchange 
for gas or groceries to feed his family. 
He was never told that he was being 
exposed to radiation or that it might 
impact his health.

Over the years, he and his wife 
Helen watched as six of their children 
slowly died. They didn’t understand 
why. They had never heard of Navajo 
neuropathy, a progressive deterioration 
of the central nervous system believed 
to be caused by excessive exposure to 
heavy metals and radionuclides. But in 
later years, Nez and his family began 
to educate community members on 
impacts from the uranium legacy.

Nez brings 
Central voice  
to uranium  
advisory board

See Uranium, Page 5

By Sherry Robinson
Independent correspondent

SANTA FE — A budget and yet 
another solvency bill are headed to the 
House floor. While Democrats and Re-
publicans are in agreement about some 
elements, they’re far apart on others.

The House Appropriations and Fi-
nance Committee passed House Bill 2, 
a $6 billion general appropriations bill, 
Monday to pay for state government 
in ¿scal year 2018. But it’s short $218 
million, committee Chairwoman Patty 
Lundstrom, D-Gallup, said.

NM House  
budget bill 
falls $218M 
short

2017NM LegislatureCompetition winners to head to New York, DC
By Marley Shebala
Diné Bureau 
navajo1@gallupindependent.com

 W INDOW ROCK, Ariz. — 
Navajo Pine High School 
student Van-Garrett John-
son, 16, took first place 

with his “Two Generation Dancers” 
painting at the 2017 Brea Foley Por-
trait Competition at the Navajo Nation 
Museum and Library Friday.

As one of the three ¿nalists in the 
competition, Johnson will be Àown 
to New York City for a tour of art 
programs at the New York University 
Tisch School of the Arts, the New 
School for Design and Pratt Institute.

He and the two other ¿nalists 
will then travel to Washington for 
the portrait competition reception at 
the Smithsonian Institute’s National 
Museum of the American Indian. 

The second-place ¿nalist of the 
portrait contest is Lelahneigh Mitchell, 
17, of Chinle High School in Chinle, 
Arizona. Keyera Tsosie won third place.

Cable Hoover/Independent
Student artists from several area schools stand by their work during the Brea Foley Portrait 
Competition at the Navajo Nation Museum in Window Rock, Arizona, Friday.

Cable Hoover/Independent
Soul of Nations Executive Director Ernest Hill introduces student artists during the Brea Foley Portrait Competition at the Navajo 
Nation Museum in Window Rock, Arizona, Friday.

Growing through art

See Portrait contest, Page 5

By Sonia Waraich
Staff writer 
education@gallupindependent.com

GALLUP — The Gallup-McKin-
ley County Schools Board of Ed-
ucation is scheduled to finalize a 
two-year contract with interim Super-
intendent Mike Hyatt, one meeting 

before three new board members are 
set to take office.

The board is scheduled to approve 
a contract with Hyatt for school years 
2017-2018 and 2018-2019 after the 
executive session of its regular meet-

ing at 6 p.m. Tuesday at the Student 
Support Center. At a special meeting 
Feb. 13, the board voted 3-1 to give 
board President Priscilla Manuelito 
the authority to negotiate a contract 
with Hyatt and to negotiate a buyout 

of the remainder of suspended Super-
intendent Frank Chiapetti’s contract. 
Board member Joseph Menini was 
opposed and board member Sandra 
Jeff, of Albuquerque, was absent.

The vote will come a little less than 

two weeks before the newly elected 
school board members — Charles 
Long, Chris Mortensen and Michael 
Schaaf — are set to take of¿ce at the 

GMCS board may finalize Hyatt’s contract before new members arrive



Gallup Independent - 02/21/2017 Page : 05

Copyright © 2017 Gallup Independent 02/21/2017
February 25, 2017 7:16 pm (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 61% from original to fit letter page


The Independent — Gallup, N.M. —  Tuesday, February 21, 2017 — Page 5 LOCAL

Shiprock High School stu-
dent Kiara Tom, 15, was named 
as the alternate and will be 
traveling to New York City and 
Washington if one of the three 
 nalists is unable to go

 Soul of Nations, a nonpro  t 
organization headquartered 
in Washington, sponsored the 
annual Brea Foley art compe-
tition and travel to New York 
City and Washington, which 
will occur at the end of arch  

 Harmony 
and respect

Johnson said his art piece, 
titled “Two Generation Danc-
ers,” was inspired from watch-
ing dancers at powwows

He said the two  gures in 
his multicolored acrylic paint-
ing are brothers who journey 
around the whole world to 
keep it safe and in harmony 
with the Four Sacred Moun-
tains and Four Worlds

Johnson said it took him 
about  ve weeks to complete 
his painting of the two broth-
ers, who stand tall and straight 
beside each other  They look 
straight ahead and each has a 
slight smile on his face

The elder brother, who is 
much taller and bigger than his 
younger brother, wears a high-
necked multicolored shirt of 
earth-tone colors and designs

The younger brother’s shirt 
is much simpler and only two 
colors: brown and a subdued 
lime-green color

Johnson, who started paint-
ing when he was in elemen-
tary school, said he learned 
about the Soul of Nations 
art competition from his art 
teacher

He said he was feeling hap-
py about being the  rst-place 
 nalist and especially about 

representing Navajo Pine High 
School

Mitchell said her painting, 
titled “Weaver,” is a tribute to 
her mom Cleo Mitchell

“Weaver” is a portrait of 
a Navajo woman wearing a 
traditional Navajo bun against 
the background of a Navajo 
rug hanging on a weaving 
loom

Mitchell said the woman is 
her mom, who always wears 
her long brown hair in a Nava-
jo bun

Her mother’s favorite color 
is green, which is why the 
woman is wearing a Nava-
jo-style blouse of different 
shades of green, she ex-
plained

Lelahneigh Mitchell said 
she painted a weaving loom 
and Navajo rug as the back-
ground because her mom 
holds the weaving tools of her 

late mom Bah Yazzie Mitchell 
dear to her heart

Cleo Mitchell smiled and 
said her daughter started draw-
ing when she was  years old

She recalled how her 
daughter would enter and 
win art contests for drug-free 
week and Earth Day when she 
was a student at Rough Rock 
Community School

Lelahneigh Mitchell said 
her art teacher at Chinle High 
kept reminding and encourag-
ing his art students to submit a 
Brea Foley Portrait Competi-
tion application

“I did and I’m really glad I 
did,” she said

Lelahneigh Mitchell said 
she’s never been to New York 
City

“I don’t know what it’ll 
bring but I know it’ll be really 
exciting,” she said with a huge 
smile

 Growing through art
Tom said she was not one 

of the three  nalists, but she 
was recognized as an artist by 
being selected as the alternate

She said her art teacher 
encouraged her to enter the 
portrait competition because 
it would help her grow as an 
artist  She’s been drawing 

and painting since elementary 
school, which is when she saw 
her grandfather doing sand-
painting

“This is my  rst art show 
and it’s the beginning,” 
Tom said  “I believed I had 
a chance and I became an 
alternate ”

She said she is looking 
forward to next year’s Soul of 
the Nations art competition 
and she’s decided to get an 
early start

Tom’s artwork was an 
acrylic painting of a powwow 
grass dancer, who is wearing 
an out  t that is primarily red 
with black Native geometric 
designs  He is also wearing a 
bright turquoise bead necklace 
that has a swaying motion

Newspaper clippings are in 
the background  Words such 
as smart, respect, compassion, 
Diné, home, leader, hope 
and family are in bold black 
letters

“I have my own way of 

painting and drawing,” Tom 
said  “ ther students look for 
clean lines  If you look at all 
my work, it’s kind of messy 
but it all comes together ”

She said the grass dancer 
is her role model, friend and 
someone she calls her brother

Tom added that one of 
the art competition judges, 
Antoinette Thompson, was 
her favorite artist and that 
Thompson’s words of encour-
agement to the art students 
inspired her

“It made me want to do 
art,” she said

Tom said the art competi-
tion gave her the opportunity 
to meet Thompson, who gave 
her some art tips and told her 
that she has a “cool style ”

Thompson, who is recog-
nized as the Navajo Nation’s 
contemporary artist, told the 
group of young art competitors 
that they should view the art 
competition as a step forward 
as an adult and as a Diné

She recalled growing up on 
the Navajo Reservation and 
getting into all the trouble that 
students can get into on the 
reservation

“Art really did save my 
life,” Thompson said  “It’s the 
one thing I used to express 
my anger, my sadness, my 
confusion  Art is so powerful 
it makes you cry  It will help 
you travel all over the country 
and world  But it’s up to you 
as an individual, as a student, 
as a Navajo female to make 
something of yourself ”

She added: “I grew up 
poor  I fell asleep on sheep-
skins  I was bullied when I 
was a student  My shoe laces 
were different  I had holes in 
my clothes

“And you may not have 
won  I have not won a ribbon 
for several years but that’s not 
going to stop me,” Thompson 
said  “What you have cre-
ated here is something that 
comes from you, from your 
teachings  And I want you to 
continue ”

She emphasized: “I don’t 
want you to stop just because 
you didn’t win today  I’ve been 
in seven art shows; I haven’t 
received a ribbon  But I have 
one of my paintings hanging 
on the wall of the Navajo Na-
tion Museum and I’ve had my 
art shown in Santa Fe ”

Thompson said her grand-
parents motivate her by telling 
her that they want to hear 
good things about her

“I’m going to remember 
your names  I have the list,” 
she said  “And I hope to see 
your names in an art compe-
tition or in an art show  And 
I especially want to see the 
names of female Diné artists ”

Online: 
www.soulofnations.org 
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Legislature

ing money from the vehicle excise tax, 
which normally goes to the road fund, 
and they worry about health care

“Democrats felt we did the best we 
could with what we had,” she said

Lawmakers spent the session’s  rst 
eight days on solvency and then jumped 
into the 1  budget  It relies on HB 

, Lundstrom said
“If we don’t get $218 million, we’ll 

have to cut,” she said
HB 202 would raise as much as $265 

million by closing the gross receipts 
tax loophole for internet sales, remov-
ing the tax exemption for nonpro  t 
hospitals, reducing distributions to the 
legislative retirement fund, increasing 
the weight-distance tax, increasing 
the motor vehicle excise tax from 3 to 
4 percent, and ending hold-harmless 
payments to local governments, which 
compensated for the loss of revenues 
when the food tax ended

Hospitals would get a deduction of 
60 percent on net patient revenues

“I don’t want to hit schools again,” 
Rep  Carl Trujillo, D-Santa Fe, sponsor 
of HB 202, told the House Taxation and 
Revenue Committee, referring to ed-
ucation cuts last year and this year to 

balance the budget
f the estimated $265 million prom-

ised by HB 202, $125 million would 
be absorbed immediately, leaving $140 
million to plump up the state’s reserves 
to 3 or 4 percent and preserve the bond 
rating

Trujillo’s bill morphed quickly from 
simply making internet vendors pay 
taxes to a larger measure rivaling a re-
form bill by Rep  Jason Harper, R-Rio 
Rancho  It appeared to catch some lob-
byists and Harper by surprise

Harper’s bill, Trujillo said, “is a big, 
grand idea,” but the less grand HB 202 
“will plug up those holes in a smaller 
amount so we can lower the tax  rate ”

Dan Weeks, a lobbyist with the New 
Mexico Hospital Association, said the 
proposed taxes could result in layoffs 
and closures at rural hospitals  Jeff 
Dye, the association’s executive direc-
tor, said, “Cuts in Medicaid reimburse-
ments to physicians and hospitals last 
summer had considerable impact al-
ready ”

Dilemma of rural hospitals
David Conejo, CE  of RMCHCS, 

said, “ ur case epitomizes many of the 
rural hospitals ”

He described RMCHCS’  nancial 
struggles and its hard-earned turn-
around  ther industries aren’t required 
to be open 24/7 or maintain the kind 
of safety standards as hospitals  RM-
CHCS applied for and received funding 
from the State Safety Net Care Pool, but 
the state took it back

“That was $3 million,” he said  “We 
had a Medicaid adjustment and took 
another hit  We’re not in favor of anoth-
er tax  It would put us in dire straits  I 
believe this is true for other rural hos-
pitals ”

Lobbyist Scott Scanlon said San 
Juan Regional Medical Center takes 
care of the Four Corners area and often 
must helicopter patients in and out

“Reimbursement is very little or not 
at all,” he said  “The tax would be bur-
densome ”

Pablo Sedillo, with Christus St  in-
cent Hospital in Santa Fe, said it could 
cost more than 300 jobs in Santa Fe and 
Northern New Mexico

Todd Sandman, of Presbyterian, 
said: “The level of new taxes is simply 
too high  It would erode margins for 
hospitals and physicians  This is the 
money we use to build new facilities  
The health care industry can’t pass a 
tax like this along to consumers ”

Recruiting physicians is dif  cult 
now and would be even more dif  cult, 
Sandra Podley, of the Hospital Associ-
ation, said

House Speaker Brian Egolf, D-San-
ta Fe, announced that the House Ap-
propriations and Finance Committee 
passed a budget bill 15 minutes ear-
lier with a 1 1 percent increase for 
public schools and other features “for 
trying to steer the ship in the right di-
rection ”

University of New Mexico’s Bu-
reau of Business and Economic Re-
search “has said that health care is 
one of the fastest growing sectors in 
the economy, and it’s almost entire-
ly outside the tax base,” Egolf said  
“This is a step toward correcting 
that disparity  I think all parts of the 
economy should have fair treatment  
Health care has so many deductions 
and exemptions that other sectors 
don’t have ”

Rep  Doreen Gallegos, D-Las Cru-
ces, pointed out that without the bill 
Medicaid would be cut $100 million

“It feels like we’re hemorrhaging,” 
she said  “If we don’t do something, 
we’ll continue to spiral ”

Trujillo said he would work with the 
health care industry  

Continued from Page 1

Uranium

Before Leonard Nez died 
Feb  12, 2012, he told his 
daughter Seraphina Nez: 
“Don’t let this candle burn out  
You have to keep it going ”

With Seraphina Nez’s con-
 rmation to the Diné Uranium 

Remediation Advisory Com-
mission Feb   by the Navajo 
Nation Council’s Naa’bik’iya-
ti’ Committee, the candle is 
still burning  

The commission is tasked 
with studying the impacts of 
the Cold War uranium legacy 
on the Navajo Nation and 
proposing amendments to 
policies, laws and regulations, 
if needed  The 11-member 
board, which includes seven 
unpaid community members, 
would present their  ndings to 
the Navajo Nation Council, the 
president and vice president

Question of balance
Delegate Kee Allen Begay 

Jr , sponsor of the legisla-
tion to appoint Seraphina 
Nez, said the Central Navajo 
Agency Council, which Nez 
will represent on the board, 
and Tachee/Blue Gap Chapter 
passed resolutions supporting 
her appointment  

“She has a vast knowledge 
of uranium issues and has 
experienced the impacts of it 
herself, as well as her family,” 
he said

Seraphina Nez also has 
served as a spokeswoman for 
the Tachee Uranium Concerns 
Committee, a grassroots com-
munity organization  

Delegate Leonard Tsosie 
asked her how she would 
promote balance on the com-
mission in terms of developing 
reports and recommendations  

“If the commission is all 
one-sided, then their advice is 
what it is — a biased advice,” 
Tsosie said  “I don’t mind 
having both sides on the com-
mission, so you have a good 
discussion, a good debate, on 
the formula given to the presi-
dent and this Council

“I understand that the en-
vironmentalists are out there 
and they’re all hooting and 
hollering and everything,” he 
said, “but the thing about it is 
they don’t understand that in 
Crownpoint, there is actu-
ally a vein of uranium right 
underneath the community,” 
and another vein under the 
graveyard section

The legal decision in the 
Hydro Resources Inc  case takes 
away the jurisdiction from the 
tribe and gives developers the 
right to mine, he added

Through the land buy-
back program, Tsosie said 
he learned that the value of 
Navajo allotments containing 
uranium were reduced to zero 
because of the tribe’s morato-
rium on uranium mining  He 
recommended the commission 
invite Navajo allottee Benja-
min House, from the Crown-
point area, to present his side 
to the commission  

“When the commission is 
all stacked with anti-uranium 
development people, the report 
is nothing, because you’re 
one-sided,” Tsosie said  “In 
Eastern Agency, I have a lot 
of people, allottees, that are 
my constituents  When we try 
to take the economic value of 
the minerals from them, we 
actually hurt the allottees like 
Mr  House ” 

Continued from Page 1

Assault

onto the  oor and began as-
saulting her again

“ nce on the  oor, Clyde 
started slamming Jane Doe’s 
face into the kitchen  oor” as 
she again began yelling for him 
to stop, the report stated  She 
managed to roll on her back, 
but she said: “He started chok-
ing me and I almost blacked 
out  I did not want him to kill 
me so I fought to get my breath 
back ”

She said Clyde then walked 
away  As she lifted herself up 
by her left arm, Clyde alleged-
ly attacked her again, kicking 
her in the left arm  When he 
kicked her, the accuser said she 
“heard a crack ”

She was transported later 
that day to Lovelace Medical 
Center in Albuquerque and 
underwent surgery to her arm  
Surgeons told federal agents 
the damage was to her humer-
us bone and it may be damaged 
permanently  

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

board’s next meeting at 4 p m  March 6 
at Thoreau Elementary School

The board will also take action on 
canceling the former request for pro-
posals issued by the district for legal 
services and issuing a new one after 
board members expressed they did not 
understand why law  rm Cuddy  Mc-
Carthy LLP, which they worked with 
in the past, had been ranked too low to 
qualify as one of the law  rm’s submit-
ted for approval by the selection com-

mittee  Board members also expressed 
concerns about not being included in 
the selection committee

At the Feb  13 special board meet-
ing, the board unanimously decided 
to accept the sole source procurement 
method to work with Cuddy  McCa-
rthy to discuss and review the request 
for proposals after they had a chance to 
review the scores given to the proposals 
by the evaluation committee

The sole source procurement meth-
od allows a contract to be awarded 
without a competitive sealed process 

regardless of the estimated cost “af-
ter conducting a good-faith review of 
available sources and consulting the us-
ing agency, that there is only one source 
for that required service,” according to 
state purchasing and procurement laws

Notes from a meeting between State 
Purchasing Agent and Director Lar-
ry Maxwell and district of  cials Feb  
2 state: “Mrs  Manuelito indicated the 
Board was concerned with the action(s) 
surrounding the Superintendent that 
has been placed on Administrative 
Leave  It was indicated that Cuddy  

McCarthy have been involved with the 
intimate details regarding the action(s) 
with Mr  Frank Chiapetti, and if threat-
ened litigation by Mr  Chiapetti comes 
to fruition, then they are not comfort-
able with another  rm having to defend  
It would be dif  cult for another  rm to 
become familiar with these intimate de-
tails and strategy(ies) enacted by Cud-
dy  Mr  Maxwell indicated that this may 
be cause for a Sole Source or Emergen-
cy Procurement, which are used for 
emergency situations, such as threats to 
public health, welfare or safety  

Continued from Page 1


